As in the past, we have summarized information about captive elephants in North America into table form.
The information was generously provided by Nathan R. Flesness of the International Species Inventory System (ISIS).
U.S. Zoos
Canadian There is a large population of circus and zoo elephants there, including many Asian males."
Readers having access to such data (the more specific the better) would provide worthwhile information by sending it to the editor for publication in the next issue of Elephant.
According to a survey on elephants in the British Isles compiled by Mary-E1izabeth Raw between September 1976 and April 1978, there were 63 elephants in 13 reporting centers (zoos or parks).
The report (sent to us by Marvin Jones) appeared in International Zoo News, 25/3(151):11-13.
The It is said in the zoo field that a zoo is not complete without an elephant.
The elephant is an extremely popular and important zoo animal. What the general public does not realize is that an elephant can be immensely dangerous and that there are quite a few health problems, especially foot problems, in captive elephants.
In recent years, there have been numerous symposia, workshops and conferences concerning primates, felines, and reptiles across the United States.
Captive management aspects of such animals have frequently been discussed during these meetings.
Yet, we never hear of an elephant workshop that would benefit elephant care personnel.
The Elephant Symposia held in Knoxville, Tennessee, and Corvallis, Oregon, in 1979 did not really focus on captive maintenance of the elephant.
